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Speech by GeorgeW Bush

Thefollowingisafull text of President Bush’'saddress to the joint session
of Congress on Thursday 20th September.

MR SPEAKER, Mr President pro tempore, members of Congress, and
felow Americans: Inthe normal course of events, presidents cometothis
chamber to report on the state of the Union. Tonight, no such report is
needed. It has already been ddivered by the American people

We have seen it inthe courage of passengers who rushed terrorists to save
others on the ground. Passengers like an exceptiona man named Todd
Beamer. And would you plesse help me wd come his wife Lisa Beamer here
tonight?We have seen the state of our Union in theendurance of rescuers
working past exhaustion. We veseen theunfurling of flags, thelighting of
candles, the giving of blood, the saying of prayers in English, Hebrew and
Arabic. We have seen the decency of aloving and giving people who have
made thegrief of strangerstheir own.

My fellow citizens, for thelast ninedays, the entire world has seen for itsdf

thestate of union, and it isstrong. Tonight, we area country awakened to
danger and cdled to defend freedom. Our grief has turned to anger and
anger to resolution. Whether we bring our enemiesto justiceor bring justice
to our enemies, justicewill bedone.

| thank the Congress for itsleadership a such an important time.

All of Americawas touched on the evening of the tragedy to see
Republicans and Democrats joined together on the steps of this Capitol
singing God Bless America

And you did more than sing. You acted, by ddivering $40 billion to rebuild
our communities and meet the needs of our military.

Spesker Hastert, minority leader Gephardt, mgority leader D aschle and
Senator Lott, | thank you for your friendship, for your |eadership and for
your service to our country.

And on behalf of the American people, | thank theworld for its outpouring
of support. Americawill never forget thesounds of our nationa anthem
playing a Buckingham Pdace, on the streets of Paris and a Berlin's
Brandenburg Gate.

Wewill not forget South Korean children gathering to pray outsideour
embassy in Seoul, or the prayers of sympathy offered a a mosque in Cairo.
We will not forget moments of silence and days of mourningin Austrdia
and Africaand Latin America Nor will we forget the citizens of 80 other
nations who died with our own. Dozens of Pakistanis, more than 130
Isreelis, more than 250 citizens of India, men and women from El Savedor,
Iran, Mexico and Japan, and hundreds of British citizens. America has no
truer friend than Greet Britain.

Once again, we are joined together in agreat cause.

I'm so honoured the British Prime Minister has crossed an ocean to show
his unity withAmerica. Thank you for coming, friend.

On September the 11th, enemies of freedom committed an act of war against
our country. Americans have known wars, but for the past 136 yearsthey
have been wars on foreign soil, except for one Sunday in 1941. Americans
have known thecasualties of war, but not & the centre of a great city ona
peecef ul morning. Americans have known surpriseattacks, but never bef ore
on thousands of civilians.

All of thiswas brought upon usinasingle day, and night fell on a different
world, aworld where freedom itsdf is under attack.
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Americans have many questionstonight. Americans are asking: “Who
atacked our country?’ The evidence we have gathered dl pointstoa
collection of loosdy &ffiliated terrorist organisations known as Al-Qaeda.
They are some of the murderers indicted for bombing American embassies
in Tanzania and Kenya and responsible for bombing the USS Cole.

Al-Qaedaistoterror what the Mafiaisto crime But itsgoal isnot making
money; itsgod isremaking the world and imposing itsradical bdiefson
people everywhere.

The terrorists practisea fringeform of | slamicextremism tha has been
reected by Muslim scholars and the vast mgority of Muslim derics; a
fringe movement tha perverts the peaceful teachings of Islam.
Theterrorists’ directivecommandsthem to kill Christians and Jews, to kill
al Americansand make no distinctions among military and civilians,
induding women and children.

This group and itsleader, aperson named Osama bin Laden, are linked to
many other organisations in different countries, induding the Egyptian
Islamic Jihad, thel slamic Movement of Uzbekistan. Thereare thousands of
these terrorists in more than 60 countries.

They are recruited from ther own nations and neighbourhoods and brought
to camps in places like Afghanistan, where they are trained inthe tactics of
terror. They are sent back to their homes or sent to hide in countries around
the world to plot evil and destruction.

The leadership of Al-Qaeda has great influence in Afghanistan and supports
the Tal eban regimein controlling most of tha country. In A fghanistan we
see Al-Qaeda svision for the world. Afghanistan’s people have been
brutdised, many are starving and many have fled.

Women are not dlowed to atend school. You can bejailed for owning a
tdevision. Rdigion can be practised only astheir leadersdictate. A man can
bejailed in Afghanistanif hisbeard isnot long enough.

The United States respectsthe peopleof Afghanistan — after all, weare
currently itslargest source of humanitarian aid — but we condemn the
Tdebanregime

Itisnot only repressing itsown people, it isthreatening people everywhere
by sponsoring and shetering and supplying terrorists.

By ading and abetting murder, the Tal eban regimeis committing murder.
And tonight the United States of America makes the foll owing demands on
theTal eban:

Ddiver to United States authorities dl of the leaders of Al-Qaeda who hide
in your land.

Release dl foreign nationd's, ind uding American citizensyou have unjustly
imprisoned.

Protect foreign journdists, diplomatsand ad workers in your country.
Close immediady and permanently every terrorist training camp in
Afghanistan.

And hand over every terrorist and every person and ther support structure to
gopropriate authorities.

Give the United States full access to terrorist traning camps, So we can
make sure they are no longer operaing.

These demands ar e not open to negotiation or discussion.

TheTd eban must act and act immediatdy.



rhetorical question

rhetorical question

repetition for powerful effect, saying
everything isbeing done

They will hand over the terrorists or they will sharein ther fate.

| also want to speak tonight directly to Muslimsthroughout theworld. We
respect your faith. It'spractised fredy by many millions of Americans and
by millions morein countries that America counts asfriends. Itsteachings
are good and peacef ul, and thosewho commit evil in thename of Allah
blaspheme the name of Allah.

The terrorists are traitors to their own faith, trying, in effect, to hijack 1slam
itsdf.

The enemy of Americais not our many Muslim friends. It isnot our many
Arab friends. Our enemy isaradicd network of terroristsand every govern-
ment that supports them.

Our war on terror beginswith Al-Qaeda, but it does not end there.
It will not end until every terrorist group of globa reach has been found,
stopped and def eated.

Americans are asking: “ Why dothey hate us?’ They hatewhat they see

right hereinthis chamber: ademocraticaly el ected government.

Their leaders are sdf-gppointed. They hae our freedoms: our freedom of
reigion, our freedom of speech, our freedom to vote and assemble and
disagree with each other.

They want to overthrow existing governmentsin many Muslim countries
such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Jordan. They want to drive Israd out of the
MiddleEast. They want to drive Christiansand Jews out of vast regions of
Asiaand Africa

These terrorists kill not merdy to end lives, but to disrupt and end away of
life. With every atrocity, they hope tha America grows feaful, retreaing
from the world and forsaking our friends. They stand against us because we
stand intheir way. We're not deceived by their pretences to piety.

We have seen their kind before. They're the heirs of al the murderous
ideologies of the 20th century. By sacrificing human life to serve ther
radical visions, by abandoning every va ue except thewill to power, they
follow inthe path of fascism, Nazism and totditarianism. And they will
follow that pathdl the way to whereit ends in history’sunmarked grave of
discarded lies.

Americans are asking: “ How will we fight and win thiswar?” We will direct

every resource a our command — every means of diplomacy, every tool of

intdligence, every instrument of law enforcement, every financial influence,
and every necessary wegpon of war — to the destruction and to the defeat of
the globd terror network.

Now, thiswar will not be like the war against Irag a decade ago, witha
decisive liberation of territory and a swift conclusion. It will not ook like
the air war above Kosovo two years ago, where no ground troops were used
and not a single American was lost in combat.

Our response involvesfar more than ingant retdiaion and isolated strikes.
Americans should not expect one batle, but alengthy campaign unlike any
other we have ever seen. It may include dramatic strikes visibleon TV and
covert operations secret even in success. Wewill starve terrorists of funding,
turn them one against another, drive them from place to place until thereis
no refuge or no rest. And we will pursue nations that provide ad or safe
haven toterrorism.
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Every naionin every region now hasa decisionto make: either you are
with usor you are with the terrorists.

From thisday forward, any nation that continuesto harbour or support
terrorism will be regarded by the United States as a hostile regime. Our
nation has been put on notice — we're not immune from atack. We will
teke defensive measures aga nst terrorism to protect Americans.

Today, dozens of federal departments and agencies, as wdl as state and local
governments, have responsibilities affecting home and security.

These eff orts must be co-ordinated at the highest level. So tonight, | an-
nounce the creaion of a Cabinet-leve position reporting directly to me, the
Office of Homeland Security.

And tonight I dso announce a distinguished American to lead this effort to
strengthen American security: a military veteran, an effective governor, a
true patriot, atrusted friend — Pennsylvania's Tom Ridge He will lead,
oversee and co-ordinate acomprehensivenationd strategy to safeguard our
country against terrorism and respond to any atacksthat may come.

These measures are essentid . The only way to defea terrorism asathreat to
our way of lifeisto qop it, diminate it and destroy it where it grows.

Many will be involved inthiseffort, from FBI agents to intelligence opera-
tives to the reservists we have called to active duty. All deserve our thanks
and all have our prayers.

And tonight, afew miles from the damaged Pentagon, | have a message for
our military: be ready. | have cdled the aamed forces to dert, andthereis a
reason. Thehour iscoming when Americawill act, and you will make us
proud.

This isnot, however, jus America’s fight. And what isa stekeis not just
America’sfreedom. Thisistheworld sfight. Thisisdvilization’sfight.
Thisisthe fight of dl who believein progress and pluralism, tolerance and
freedom. Weask every nationto join us.

We will ask and we will nead the hdp of police forces, intdligence service
and banking systems around theworld. TheU nited States is grateful that
many nations and many internaiond organisations have aready responded
with sympathy and with support — nationsfrom Lain Americato Asiato
Africato Europe to the I slamicworld.

Perhaps theNato charter reflects best the atitudeof the world: an attack on
oneis an atack ondl. The civilized world isrdlying to America’s side.
They understand that if thisterror goes unpunished, their own cities, thair
own citizensmay be next. Terror unanswered cannot only bring down
buildings, it canthreaten the stability of |egitimate governments.

And you know what? Were not going to dlow it.
Americansare asking: “ What isexpected of us?' | ask youto liveyour lives
and hug your children.

I know that many citizens have fears tonight, and | ask you to be cdm and
resol ute, even inthe face of a continuing threat. | ask you to uphold the
va ues of Americaand remember why so many have come here

We'reinafight for our principles, and our first responsibility istoliveby
them. No one should be singled out for unfair treetment or unkind words
because of their ethnic background or religiousfath.



| ask you to continueto support the victims of thistragedy with your
contributions. Those who want to give can go to a centrd source of informa
tion, Libertyunites.org, to find the names of groups providing direct hep in
New York, Pennsylvaniaand Virginia

The thousands of FBI agentswho are now at work in thisinvestigation may
nead your co-operation, and | ask youto giveit. | ask for your patience with
the ddays and inconveniences that may accompany tighter security and for
your patience inwha will be along gruggle

| ask your continued participation and confidence in the American economy.
Terrorists attacked a symbol of American prosperity; they did not touch its
source.

Americais successful becauseof the hard work and creativity and enterprise
of our people These were the true strengths of our economy before Septem-
ber 11, and they are our strengthstoday.

Andfindly, please continuepraying for the victims of terror and their
families, for thosein uniform and for our great country. Prayer has com-
forted usin sorrow and will help strengthen usfor the journey ahead.

Tonight | thank my fdlow Americans for wha you have dready done and
for what youwill do. And ladies and gentlemen of the Congress, | thank
you, their representdives, for what you have adready done and for what we
will do together. Tonight we face new and sudden nationd chalenges.

We will come together toimprove ar safety, to dramaticaly expand the
number of air marsha s on domestic flights and take new measures to
prevent hijacking.

We will come together to promote stability and keep our arlines flying with
direct assistance during thisemergency. Wewill cometogether to give law
enforcement the additiond toolsit needs to track down terror here & home
Wewill cometogether to strengthen our intdligence capabilitiesto know
theplans of terrorists before they act and to find them bef ore they strike.
Wewill cometogether to take activesteps that strengthen America's
economy and put our people back to work.

Tonight, we wel come two | eaders who embody the extreordinary spirit of al
New Yorkers, Governor George Pataki and Mayor Rudolph Giuliani.
Asasymbol of America’sresolve, my Administration will work with
Congress and these two leaders to show the world that we will rebuild New
York City.

After all that hasjust passed, dl the livestaken and all thepossibilitiesand
hopesthat died withthem, it isnatura to wonder if America’sfuture isone
of fear. Somespesk of an age of terror. | know there are struggles ahead and
dangerstoface But thiscountry will define our times, not be defined by
them.

As long as the United Sates of America isdetermined and strong, this will
not be an age of terror. Thiswill be an age of liberty here and acrossthe
world. Great harm has been done to us. Wehave suffered great loss. Andin
our grief and anger we have found our mission and our moment.

Freedom and fear are at war. Theadvanceof human freedom, thegreat
achievement of our timeand the great hope of every time, now depends on
us. Our nation, thisgeneraion, will lift the dark threet of violence from our
people and our future. We will rally theworld to this cause by our efforts, by
our courage. We will not tire, we will not falter and we will not fail.



focusing on a symbol, an individual,
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It ismy hopetha inthe monthsand years ahead life will return dmost to
norma . We Il go back to our livesand routines and tha is good.
Even grief recedes with time and grace.

But our resolve must not pass. Each of us will remember what happened
that day and to whom it happened.

Wewill remember the moment the news came, where we were and what we
were doing. Somewill remember an imageof afire or story or rescue. Some
will carry memories of aface and a voice gone forever.

And 1 will cary this. It isthe police shidd of a man named George Howard
who died a theWorld Trade Centre trying to save others.

It was given to me by his mom, Arlene, as a proud memorid to her son. Itis
my reminder of lives that ended and atask tha does not end.

I will not forget the wound to our country and those who inflicted it. | will
not yidd, I will not rest, | will not relent inwaging this strugglefor freedom
and security for the American people.

The course of thisconflict isnot known, yet itsoutcomeiscertan.
Freedom and f ear, justiceand cruety, have dways been at war, and we
know that God isnot neutral between them.

Felow citizens, we [l meet violence with patient justice, assured of the
rightness of our cause and confident of the victories to come

Inall tha lies before us, may God grant uswisdom and may he watch over
theUnited Statesof America

Thank you.



